Sub.Code : 0041'P'

NEB-GRADE XII
2082 (2025)

Compulsory English

(For partial students whose first two digits of registration number starts from 78, 79
and 80)

Candidates are required to give their answers in their own words as far as
practicable. The figures in the margin indicate full marks.

Time: 3 hrs. Full Marks: 75
Attempt all questions

1. Read the following text and do the tasks that follow :

The Maginot Line was one of the largest military structures ever built, second
only to the Great Wall of China. It was a series of bunkers, forts, turrets, and
obstacles that spanned more than 450 miles of France's border with Germany.
Built between 1930 and 1940, it was one of the world's most impressive
forts, yet it proved to be almost useless.

The Maginot Line was named after the man who argued for its construction,
French Minister of War Andre Maginot. Andre Maginot had fought with the
French against the Germans in the First World War. Much of this conflict
took place along the Western Front, which was a line of trenches across
which the two sides faced one another. Both sides dug in deep and each lost
many men over little ground. Conditions were horrid for all and there was a
stalemate for many years as neither side was able to move the other.

Maginot never forgot these awful conditions. He wanted to build a line of
defenses that would give the French and advantage in a similar conflict. He
feared, rightfully so that the Germans would attack France again. Germany's
population nearly doubled France's. The line of defenses that Maginot pictured
would allow a smaller French army to hold off a large German force. In
1929, Maginot convinced the French Parliament to fund his vision.

Though calling it a line makes it seem thin, the Maginot Line was in fact quite
deep. It was fifteen miles wide at some points and varied in structure. There
were outposts disguised as houses. These were manned by troops and rigged
with explosives. There were antitank rails and obstacles. These were planted
in the ground to prevent tanks and trucks from passing. There were bunkers
armed with mounted machine guns and anti-tank guns. These were for pushing
back attackers. And there were many large and small fortresses along the
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line. Each had mess halls, lots of supplies, and air conditioning. The Maginot
line would give the French a supreme edge in the case of a head- on invasion
by the Germans.

Unfortunately for the French, the Germans did not attack head-on. They
positioned a decoy army in front of the line to distract the French. While the
French waited, the Germans snuck a larger force through Belgium. Belgium
is France's northeastern neighbor. The French did have some defenses along
their border with Belgium, but this part of the Maginot line was weak. The
Germans made quick work of these defenses. Within five days of their initial
attack they were well into France.

Once they were in France, the Germans attempted to seize the main forts
along the Maginot Line. They were not successful. The forts had proved to
be strong, but they failed to hold back the Germans. The Germans had taken
Paris, France's capital city. Soon after the French commander ordered his
men to stand down. He commanded the French defenders to leave their
bases along the Maginot Line. These soldiers were then taken to Prisoner of
War (POW) camps.

A. Complete the following sentences using the words that are highlighted in the

text. Two of them are not necessary. [5x1=5]

a. The battle of Nuwakot which was fought in 1744 is also called the ..... of
Nuwakot.

b. A number of people became homeless during the ........ between the nations.
c. Although she was new in the film industry, her performance was very .... .
d. I am sure she had a clear ......... of what she wanted to do.

e. In some cases, the pet dogs have been abused and kept in ........ conditions.

B. Read the text again and write-

TRUE if the statements agree with the information given in the text.
FALSE if the statements contradict the information given in the text.
NOT GIVEN if there is no information in the text. [5x1=5]
a. France built the Maginot Line along its border with Germany in the 1930s.

b. The line of trenches at the Western Front extended from the Belgium coast
through northeast France.

c. Andre Maginot was not able to convince the French Parliament to allocate
funds for his project.
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d. The outposts built in the Maginot Line were used by the French people as a
residential area.

e. The German troops entered France through the Belgian part of the Maginot
Line without any difficulty.

C. Answer the following questions. [5x1=5]
a. Why do you think the Maginot Line is built ?
b. Compare the size of population between Germany and France in the 1930s.
c. Why are antitank obstacles planted in the ground ?
d. How do the Germans fool the French army ?

e. Do you think the German troops would have succeeded if they had not
attacked France through Belgian part ? Give a reason.

2. Wirite short answers to the following questions in about 75 words each.  [5x2=10]

a) Why hadn't Mrs. Baroda met Gouvernail so far though she had heard
quite a lot about him ? (The Respectable Woman)

b) What are some of contributing factors that made Runtu like a lifeless
wooden figure ? (My Old Home)

OR
How was the weather like when the old man landed at Pelayo's house ?
(A Very Old Man With Enormous Wings)

¢) Why do you think that the poet knows better about the sunrise but not much
about the sunset ? (4 Day)

d) Explain, how 'sense of proportion' contributes to wisdom.
(Knowledge and Wisdom)

e) Who does Ernest Young woman blame for the love affair ? And why ?
(A Matter of Husbands)

OR
What are the indicators that the bull is dead ? (The Bull)
3. Write long answers to the following questions in about 150 words each. [2x5=10]

a) In the essay 'On Libraries' Oliver Sacks talks about two types of libraries.
Of them, which library impresses you much ? Why ? (On Libraries)

OR

How does the essayist differentiate between a married couple and a
cohabiting couple ? (Marriage as a Social Institution)
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b) How do both perspectives presented in the story reflect good qualities of
Nepal ? (The Half-closed Eyes of the Buddha and the Slowly Sinking Sun)

4. Develop a news story with the help of the outlines given below. Write in
about 150 words. [7]

Ilam's herbal oils hit French market

...... herbal oils in Ilam ....... France; primary international market ......... oils
made from local herbs ......... high demand ....... price varies according to
the herbs ......... many health benefits ........ treatment of cold ...... sore
throats ....... muscle pains ....... popular among those with back and joint
pains ......... support for farmers ......... economic benefits to the region ... .

5. You have a friend who is fond of shopping but careless about the quality of
the goods she/he buys. She/he doesn't check the packaging, expiry date or
the ingredients used. Now, write a letter in about 180 words suggesting
him/her what things should be considered while buying goods from the market.

[8]

6. Journeys are not just about travelling from one place to another. They can

also support personal growth. Some journeys take us to unfamiliar places
where we learn new cultures, ideas and challenges. Write an essay in about
300 words describing a journey that has an important impact on you. [10]

7. Do as instructed in the brackets and rewrite the complete sentences. [10]

a) Neither my father nor my mother ....... (come/comes/coming/came) in
today's meeting. (Choose the correct verb form the bracket and rewrite them.)

b) Dipti loved Dipesh but she married ..... Rahul. (with/to/for/by)
(Choose suitable preposition)
c) I like (listen/listened/listening/to listen) music.
(Choose the correct word form bracket and rewrite it.)
d) He couldn't score good GPA in the exam ...... his brilliance.
(Complete the sentence with a suitable connective. )
e) The hotel was not very comfortable. We stayed there.
(Combine pair of sentences using appropriate relative pronoun.)

f) By the end of this decade, we ..... (will use/will be using/use/ will have
used) more electric vehicles than the fuel vehicles.

(Choose appropriate form of verb to complete the sentence.)
g) I think the problem is ..... (far/complicated) than it seems.
(Complete the sentence using the words from the bracket correctly.)
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h) "Who is the stranger standing there ? " "I don't know." He ..... (may/must/
can/ought to) be a tourist. (Choose the correct modal verb.)
i) The teacher said to the students, "Have you submitted your assignment ?"
(Change the question into indirect speech.)
j) Father gave children a bar of chocolate.

(Change the statement into passive voice)

8. Choose and copy the correct alternatives. [5x1=5]
a) Which of the following words has different vowel sound ?
(i) hare (i1) mere (iii) stare (iv) pair
b) Identify the word that takes the suffix '-ous' .
(i) rubbish (ii) creator (iii) study (iv) quality
¢) The word 'identical' is synonymous to :
(1) identify (i) idea  (iii) detail (iv) similar
d) Which of the following words comes between 'million' and 'minister’ ?
(1) military (ii) minstrel  (iii) minimum (iv) millennium

e) Instead of entering into the point she is just beating around the bush. The
underlined phrase means :

(1) talking loudly (ii) talking frankly
(iii) talking clearly (iv) talking unnecessarily




